An examination of factors contributing to failure of bipolar prostheses.
Preoperative factors that may lead to poor results in bipolar prostheses were examined in 34 patients with aseptic failures of their prostheses. Nineteen cases were revised for acetabular pain, seven for failure of the bearing insert, seven for a loose stem, and one for dislocation. The single significant factor that predicted a poor outcome was the angle of the sourcil of the acetabular roof. The group with acetabular pain had an average sourcil angle of 15.6 degrees compared with 5 degrees in those that failed for other reasons.